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if o the Plies diol of 'he ſeoeral Republics of 
New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſets-Bay, Rhode- 
| Iſland and Providence Plantations, Connec- 
ticut, New-York, New-Jerſey, Penſilvania, 
| Newcaſtle, Kent and Suſſex on Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina and 
South-Carolina, deputed to meet and fit in ge- 
ntral Congreſs i in the City of Philadelphia, 


GenTLEMEN, 


E public Character, with which you 
A are now inveſted, attracts the Atten- 
tion of Mankind, as well in Great- 
Britain, as in America. Among 0- 
thers, who think themſelves concerned in this 
Affair, the Author of the following Tract has 
Reaſons peculiar to himſelf for paying you the 
earlieſt public Acknowledgments in his Power, 
for the Favours you have done him. 
Most People here in Britain thought that you 
vould not ſo ſoon have thrown off the Maſk, 


a 2 and 


mt — * 


iv 11 T Hh £ 
and ſet up for Independence. And very many 
there were, who either could not, or would not 
ſee, that you intended it at all. Nay, even fince 
the breaking up of your Congreſs, it has been 
ſolemnly declared, and that in Parliament, that 
you entertained no ſuch Deſign. Now, to con- 
vince ſuch as theſe of their Miſtake, would 
have been a tedious Affair, and have coſt the 
Author of this Tract 2 good geal' of Trouble, 
in the Way of Reaſoning and Argumentation. 
But you have done it effectually at once: And 
for the future it is impoſſible to miſapprehend 
your Meaning, You have now plainly and 
flatly told us, without any Colouring or Dif- 
guiſe, that you renounce all Subjection whatever 
to the Legiſlature of the Parent-State ; and that 
you will not acknowledge, that ſhe has any other 
Authority or Juriſdiction over you But what 
you yourſelves ſhall pleaſe to give her. This is 
ſpeaking plainly and to the Purpoſe: And fo 
far you have acted a fair and conſiſtent Part. | 
Bur, Gentlemen, are you and your Conſti- 
tuents, (for ] here include you all) equally con- 
ſiſtent and uniform in other Parts of your Con- 
duct? And can it be affirmed, that you are as 
ſtrenuous Advocates for Liberty in other Caſes, | 
as you are in this? You bravely declare, That 
* by the immutable Laws of Nature, you are en- 
e titled to Lite, Liberty, and Property. —Cer- 
tainly you are: And the Reaſon you give is not 


a bad one, when ſoberly underſtood, viz. © Be- 
& caule 
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bp EWDWI CAT OR T. vw» 
ule eu have never ceded to any Sovereign 
over Whatever, a Right to diſpoſe of either 
;xithout your Conſent Permit me therefore 
., Why are not the poor Negroes, and the 
ur Indians entitled to the like Rights and Be- 
ts? And how comes it to pals, that theſe 
alle Laws of Nature are become ſo very 
blk, and ſo very inſignificant in reſpect to 
u: They probably never ceded to any 
wer. moſt certainly they never ceded to you, 
light of diſpoſing of their Lives, Liberties, 
Properties, juſt as you pleaſe, And yet 
=. horrid Cruelties do you daily practiſe on 
bodies of the poor Negroes; oyer whom 
nean have no Claim, according to your own 
Wiciples? What ſhameful Robberies and 

ſupations are you daily guilty of in reſpect to 
poor Indians, the only true and rightful Pro- 
tors of the Country which you inhabit ? 
ſeſe Things, Gentlemen, ought not to be: For 
uſt you, and your Conſtituents, are charge. 
e with fo much real Tyranny, Injuſtice, and 
preſſion; you declaim with a very ill Grace 
nſt the ĩmaginary Tyranny, and the pretended 
preſſion of the Mother- Country. I am not un- 
quinted with your Manner of carrying on your 
ering Trade with the Indians, any more than 
your Treatment of your unhappy Slaves the 
Ws, 1 could alſo give ſome Specimens of 
IWr eguitable Mode of meaſuring, and making 
Withaſes of Lands from the Natives; even 
when 
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-how:you contrive to thin'the Numbers of the J 
-unhappy Tribes by Means of your grand EI 
gines of Death, Rum,” and the SMALL- PO 
And then how you drive the miſerable Survival 
away, and ſeize their Lands. But I forbear: 
For my Deſign is not to rouſe the Indignatie 1 
of my Countrymen to. go to War with you, 
but to throw you entirely off: Which perhafi 


it is no new Thing. Every Colony has done ti 


with others. But you are the only People th 
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when you condeſcend to the Formality a 
Farce of making a Purchaſe from them: A 


may prove the greater Puniſhment of the two 
Ix regard to your ſetting up for Independenc . 


like, as ſoon as it was able: So that in that RY 
ſpect you are not ſingular, you are only on af 


ever yet exiſted, who, after having diſclaimed Mf 
Subjection to the Parent - State, till expect to ei 
joy the ſame Benefits, the ſame Protection, ti 
{ame Poſts of Honour, Profit, and Advantag 
as if you had always been obedient Subjel 
For in Fact, you ſtill expect to be regarded a 
treated as Engliſhmen in every Caſe, where a 
Benefit is to be derived from that Character: 
But as to thoſe Burdens, which Engli/hmen m 
bear in order to ſupport that Character ;—In 
ſpect to theſe things you beg to be exculet 
You will do as you pleaſe. This is ſuch a curio 
Pheenomenon in Politics, Law, and Commerc 
that our old World was never able to produ 


it. America alone has that excluſive Honoury 
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Dp E DIC AFT ON N 
vr in order to ſtrengthen your Cauſe, and 
WE. your Numbers, you wiſh to draw the 
ed extenſive Province of Canada, into your 
een Aſſociation. Vou needed not to have 
Win yourſelves all that Trouble. Canada when 
Ws grown rich by our Means, and our Capi- 
l aſſuredly ſet up for Independence, as you 
done. And in a few Years, we ſhall have 
ene Scenes of Malevolence and Ingratitude 
% | ed there, which you are pleaſed to exhi- 
WW: in jour Provinces.---Perhaps indeed the Ca- 
vill not expect (as you do) to be careſſed 
potected by us at that very Inſtant, when 
re ſpurning at our Authority, and renounc- 
or Juriſdiction. For this ſeems to be a 
ct and Behaviour peculiar to yourſelves. - 
brvrn, as Canada is for the preſent, faith- 
o the Power that protects her; therefore you 
Uk it an Object worthy of your pious Endea- 
It to ſeduce her from her Allegiance.—In 
ir thereunto, after you had painted the Po- 
Religion in the blackeſt Colours in your - 
res to the Inhabitants of Great Britain, call- 
it ſanguinary and impious, and declaring it 
arthy to enjoy its own Property voluntarily 
or its own Support by the Proprietors of 
Ws, who had the only Right to give, and who 
tall of the Roman-Catholic Perſuaſion ;--- ' 
this, I fay, you ſuddenly change your 
üs, and in your Addreſs to the Inhabitants 
a: Province of Quebec you are pleaſed to 
Himent them in the following fulſome 
| Strain, 


e 
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strain. „We are too well acquainted TPP 
* Liberality of Sentiment diſtinguiſhing your Ni 
* 7jon, to imagine, that Difference of Religi | 
6 will prejudice you - againſt an hearty * | 
e with us. You know, that the tranſcende 
« Nature of Freedom elevates. thoſe who un , 
<« in her Cauſe above all ſuch low-minded In 
c mities. The Swiſs Cantons furniſh a mem 
c rable Proof of this Truth. Their Union 
c compoſed of Roman-Catholic and Proteſt 
e States, living in the utmoſt Concord aud P: g 
& oxe with another, and thereby enabled, e r 
e ſince they bravely vindicated their Freedodff 
« to defy and defeat every Tyrant that has 
ec vaded them.” .. : 
Now here, See you have faid, or 
ther inſinuated fome Things, which, as they MW 
true, I will endeavour to illuftrate. You hf 
infinuated, that Perfons of the Roman-Cathi] 
Perſuaſion, may be warmed with a glorious 2 
for civil Liberty, as well as Proteſtants. Il 
is true: And there are inconteſtible Facts 
prove it. For Example, the Barons, 
diſputed their Liberties: with King Jorx, an 
laſt wreſted the famous Magna Charta from h 
ere all Papifts. The Swiſs Cantons themſeh 
when they revoked. from the tyrannical Houll 
Auſtria: were all Papifts. The Cortes of S 


who roſe againſt CMaRLTES V. were a Pat Ke 
The firſt Infurgents in the Netherlands, who pu? 
the Way for the Datch Common- Wealth, Md 


chieſſy F Os And the and Corficans, * 
Sicill 


DEDICATORY. ix 
geilen Of Palermo are all Papiſts. It is therefore 
ery injurious, to fay no worſe, in ſore of your 
Writers, and ſome df ours; to charge the Raman- 
(nhohe Religion with more Abſurdities, than 
ally belong to it. We Proteſtants mould not ap- 
e of Tuch a Treatment in our o Caſe : 
lud yet perhaps it might be affirmed with equal 
Truth and Juſtice, that the tyrannical Power ex- 
acifed by a certain great Northern Potentate, 
ich, or without any Pretence, where ever he can; 


and likewiſe by you over the poor Negroes 


{nd Indians, ---is owing to the tyrannical Princi- 
js you have reſpectively imbibed from the Pro- 
etane Religion :--- Than which Accuſation no- 
ling can be more falſe and groundleſs. 

Bur, Gentlemen, tho? I will very readily al- 


If Abſurdities belonging to it in which 
Number the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation is 
i the leaſt: Let I, muſt beg Leave to ob- 
krve, that our Merchants and Manufacturers i in 
(rat-Britain would ſooner have tolerated the 
laularive Popiſh Doctrine of Tranſubſtantia- 
Wh, than that praclical and Proteſtant one, 
Wick you have attempted to palm upon them 
* America. The Tranſubſtantiation I refer to, 
thar of turning Bits of Paper, worth nothing 
t all, into LEGAL TEND ERS OF PAYMENT: 
And this Tranſmutation, four of your preſent 
Republics, viz. Rhode-Jfland and Providence 


Plantations, Connecticut, the Maſſachuſets-Bay, 


ad New-Hampſhire, paſſed Acts of Aſſembly 
| b | * T@ 
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ments are elective, and where a Majority of the 
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Bot the 7 0 12555 (N A, net. any Law 40 05 ] 
7 8 but) OL. ie 24th 1; of Seo, 16. Cap, 535 [ 
Anno 17 put an End, to theſe, American 
Ficti ions 550 "Franfubſtantiarian. The heretore the 
Reader "will from, hence -ealily, perceive i th real n 
Cauſe and Foundation of your great V rath 
againſt the Parliament of Great-Britain fo! r nt | 
fering with the Legiſlation of the Colonies, , 
"Bot as you have been "pleaſed: to ſelect the 
St ſs Cantons as a Proof of. w what y you advance; | 
alſo, as you intended (ait robably) to pro- 
poſe them for a Model of an Union among g your | 
own newly-created Republics, I will crave your 
Permiſſion to make a few O Obſervations on each ] 
of thoſe Points. | 1 
Tut Cantons in Gee whoſe Govern 


People, Poor as well as Rich, have the Privilege | 


of voting, are chiefly, ifI remember right, the h 
fmall Popiſh Cantons in the Mountains; 3; whoſe * 
Aſſemblies (in Proportion ta their Numbers) ary : 
almoſt, if not altogether, as tymulnious and dif Gs 
orderly, as our parliamenteering Elections in 9 
London and Weſtminſter, Fiſts aud Clubs (for! p 
think, it js fagaciouſly. ordered, that no other * 
Weapons {hall be admitted! into the public Al. 1 
ſemblies; and therefore 2 ay, Fiſts. and Clubs)l 7 
are often "ſed 1 not only. as the molt perſuaſe we, * 


but as the moſt decife oe Arguments: Whereas 
* | _ nl 
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DE DAU E ATU A. * 
ate e Cantons, eſpecially i the Can! 
di of Berne, the ON ai and moſt powerfu Wof | 
FE is quite t the Rebe For there che Go. 
amen 1 is entire n Köhfiſting of 
Jo Perſons, cholen, or 0 b e Hof?” out of 
tm keſpectable Flint: In the Choice of 
atom; the PeopIeK.ve nd Share whatever: Nei- 
* they the Liberty of the Pics nor 
key meddle with! State Affairs, Uithobt the 
* que and Danger. About 40 Years ago, 
Gentleman of tlie Pais di Vdud (a Province of 
lune attempted an” Infurrection, exactly on the 
lime” principles, on which you have lately re- 
wanted the. Authority and Juriſdiction of 
(et Britain: He entered Lauſanne, the Ca- 
fel of the Pais du Vaud, at the Head of 3000 
len But itt the Nighit his Troops were ait- 
rd by the Forces of Berne; and the next 
rng he loft His Head. Wy ſay, he attempted 
Revolt exactly on the fame Principles which Hou 
w maintain. For as to any other Grievances, 
wepting thoſe of not being repreſented, or of 
Aud any Share in the! Legiſlature of their 
luntry, the Subjects of Berne have no juſt 
bamplaint to make. They pay little or no 
lues: They have as much civil [tho' not po- 
al] Liberty as any People need enjoy. They 
le lkewiſe extremely populous, for the Extent 
i Country; and they are-withal fo very rich, 
et it is no uncommon Thing for Peaſants or 
mers in that Country, t to be worth from tour, 
b bx r eight thouſand Pounds Sterling : A. 


Ll 
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| Se this, which is not to be found | 
Any other, P, art of Europe, but In. England 
Maorequer,.they, manufafure. a great deal :o 
1 Linens ; which, during. t {4 
| ar, were ſent. down the Rhine to. Rat ird 
2 if em Rottendam 10 the: Engliſh Colonies f 
America. How this contraband. Trade came tf 
be carr ied on, ſo much to our Detriment, dur 
ing a Time, when we were bleeding. at ever 
Vein for your Sakes, you beſt can explain. | 
Bu waving all that. Why did you. mention 


x Fa 8 Fes £ TOWEL * - 8 Gn, 
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theſe. People, whole, Caſe in. every RelpeM 
makes ſo ſtrongly againſt you? and what M ; 
tives could you have for quoting ſuch Example 
where the Liberty is ſo much abuſed in the Pop ; 
Cantons, and where it is not lelbclenth enjoy 4 
in the greateſt of the Proteſtaut ones ?. For mi 
Part, I can account for your Conduct only on o 1 
Principle: And Time :mnuſt ſnew, whether ml h 
Conjectures are rightly founded, You certain of 
ly intend to ſet up yourſelves t to be the reſpectivl | 
Heads of theſe Republics ;---ox rather you wiſht N 
continue in the Poſts you now enjoy, and to fol 7 
tify yourſelves in them more and more. There 7 
fore you know, that a Time is coming, whe 15 
you muſt endeavour to extinguiſh that fier 
Flame, which you are now. raiſing : ;---when zo 
muſt ule every Artifice, and ſtrain every Ner 
of Power to ſubdue, per fas. aut nefas, that ve C 
Spirit, which you are now exciting even to Mac y 
neſs. A difficult Martter this | and you Wl ® 


find it fo. However, I will allow, that one W: 
to obtain this End, is to be ready with popul: 
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DE DHT AT OA T. ai 
umples, a Matrer whether true or falſe, pa- 
nlel in Circumſtances, or not u t be ready 
with them I ſay, to eite, as Occaſion ſhall oſſer. 
Yow know Iikewle,) that during the Height of 
the Phrenſy, the People never reaſongchut be- 
re implicitly in their Leaders. Therefore, if 
you can make the goòd Aniericans believe, that 
u the Republics of Sitabrland, eſpecially the 
proteſtant ones, the People enjoy a moſt perfect 
Syſtem of Liberty; and conſequently that ſuch 
Republics ought to be propoſed as Models for 
tdem to Copy after then you think, the 
Work is done. And indeed if theſe ſhott-fighted 
Mortals ſhall truſt you with as much Power,; as 
v neceſſary for eſtabliſning ſuch! Republics in 
lnerica, you have little more to do than to laugh 
u their Credulity: A Circumſtance this ! 
which is not uncommon with: patriotic Pro- 
feſors; and popular Orators both on erg Side 
of the Atlantic, and-an-ours, _ 

Bor ſtill, you have a farther Uſer to ak of 
he Hewi Cantons. You ſay, „They live in 
* the utmoſt Peace and Concord one with. ano- 
«ther: And are thereby enabled ever ſince they 
4 vindicated their Freedom, to defy: and defeat 
2 every Tyrant that has invaded them.” Now 
t is not ſtrictly true, that they live in the utmoſt 
Concord and Peace one with another. For they 
ae almoſt all jealous of the growing Power and 
Riches of the Canton of Bern; and theſe Jea- 
lbulies have ſometimes broke out into a kind of 

Civil 
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we T RA TS T LE 
Civil War adtzis very true, Religion was not 


tlie Cauſe uf theſe: Com motionis ; but I need hot 


te you Dentemen, hat Wars, and even'$calp. 
ngaWpri indy ile from; Odſes,/ in which K 
catwrberſo! muck as pretendec that Religion 
had any Ebicem” And us to rhe'Circumſtance! 


that the St have aluaybbeem able ta reſiſtevery 
Invaderig><tbis well fene, chat their principal 


Security ofilate Nears c hoth againit foreign At. 
tacks and yvi Piſcords has been the reciprocal 
iatereſtyo dchich alt the great Powers of Europff 


have, that:theſe; lite Gevernments ſhould re- i 
main it Sch quo :--- That is, that they ſhould | 


neither be united under one Head among ther 
ſelves, not be brought into Subjection by any one 
great foreign Power.“ This, E ſay, has been, is, 
and wil} be their Defence: In their preſent 
harmleſs Condition, they are uſeful to all, but 
dangerous to none. Whereas the Caſe would 


be vaſtly altered, were they to be united either 


by Conqueſts among themſelves, or by the Con- 
queſt of ſome foreign Power. 


The French are in Poſſeſſion of the Fortreſs of Hun- 
ringer on the Rhine, and of Port Etiuſe on the Rhone; and 
therefore have the Keys of Switzerland at both Ends. They 
have alſo Franche Comptè, which borders on ſeveral of the 
Cantons, and the County of Gex, "which comes up to the 


Gates of Genewa,..and joins to the Pais, du Vaud; between | 


which and Berne there is not a ſingle Fortreſs worth men- 
tioning to ſtop their Progreſs © And Berne itſelf is nota 


ſtrong Place. What then is the Security of Sewitzerland, —at 


leaſt of that Part of it, which is worth conquering ? Cer- 
tainly not the mere Strength and Forces of the Szv7/s them- 
felyes, independently of the Aſſiſtance of other Powers. 


Now | 
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| You, Gentlemen, as this is the true State of che 
lite, you plainly ſee that there is hard ly: one Cir- 
apſance in it parallel wich yours. But tis 
«you ill ay, is not material, The yery Name 
«gf che Saru / Republics will ſerye our Purpoſe: 
« And we Jook. no fagthen. - Be it fo...” And 
nay jou ſoon hecome as independent of us, as, 
apply for us), the Siſß Cantons are. They 
1e now very faithful and good Alies But, 
ud they been our Colonies, I would not have 
unered, that they would have ſhewn equal 
Friendſhip and Fidelity: - Not that I, think, 
that they would ever have proceeded to the 
me Inſults and Outrages, which diſtinguiſh 
four Revolt. At preſent however there is a very 
mſderable Commerce carried on between us 
ud them; ſo that there is hardly a Town of 
Note in Switzerland, but abounds with Eugliſi 
lenufactures, eſpecially thoſe of the Birmingham 
al Toy-kind. Moreover, when our Agents 
One there for freſh. Orders, or to collect i in their 
lebts, they are neither tarred, nor feathered, nor 
erwiſe ill-uſed in any reſpect :---But have 
euch Juſtice done them, if they ſhould find it ne- 
flary to appeal to the civil Magiſtrate. And 
bentlemen, perhaps a Time is coming when 
"en you, after you have ſeparated from us, 
tor you 201 never do it before IJ ſay, when 
en you will behave better, and more juſtly to- 
nds us, than you now do:---Nay, when you 
il be glad of, and thankful for that very Pro- 
tection 


Wi K F F 8 1 L. E, | &;. a 
tection and Afliſtarice, whith you now exclin 
yr Before that Bctidal af active, 90 ß 
Republic nitiſtnecefſarilyu ndergo. e 
if nat Revolutions. Nor is it at all improbable, 
but chat during theſe Convolhons, ſome of you 


(the preſent Demagogues) will not be in the mon 
defirable'Situdtions.- Perhaps you will not find 
thoſe Sweets and Profits, or even thoſe Honours 
which you now expect. But as the preſent Scene 


preſents you with more 8 1 Ideas, I a 


content that you ſhould deſpiſe and laugh at 


3 
Y 
*Y 


theſe Predictions as the fooliſh Reveries of a 
old Man. And indeed if you ſhould, this wil 


nor be the firſt Time, that my Declarations con 
cerning what would happen in America, have 
been, or ſhall be treated as an idle Dream. 

foretold before the War broke out, that yo 
would certainly ſet up for an Independency, i 


we ſhould be ſo unfortunate, as to drive the Frenl 
from your back Settlements. The Event haf 


ſhewn that my Conjectures were not ſo abſurd, and 
extravagant as then they were generally though 
to be. However, 1 did not then bow the Kne 
to the Miniſterial Baals ; but bore my Teftimon 
againſt their Proceedings, as far as I was able 
Nor am I now more diſpoſed to do Obeiſance ti 
the Baals of Popularity. With theſe Sentiment! 
1 have the Honour to be, Gentlemen, 
Your moſt faithful humble Servant, 


GLOCESTER, re Re e CKER 


Fan. 20, 1775. 


TRAC 


Neſpective Pleas and Arguments 


OF THE 


MOTHER COUNTRY, 


AND OF THR 
EO LE ON EL 
DISTINCTLY SET FORTH, &c. 


VER Event ſince the Publication of 

AE ag my Scheme for a total Separation 
from the Northern Colonies, has 
7 ſerved to prove, that ſuch a Meaſure 

; the only eligible one for the Mother Country 
to purſue. Conſequently, however ſtartled Peo- 
ple were at firſt at the Novelty and Boldneſs of 
the Propoſition, yet, upon ſecond Thoughts 
B and 
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10 PLEAS AND ARGUMENTS. 
and maturer Reflection, they ſeem now to be 
generally convinced, that it will be abſurd to 
think of terminating the Diſpute in any other 
Way. Hence therefore, the ſooner ſuch 2 
Scheme is adopted, ſo much the better; inaſ- 
much as fewer Miſchiefs will enſue, the ſmaller 
will be the Expence of maintaining Fleets and | 
Armies to no Purpoſe, the leſs Blood will be 
ſpilr :---And I add likewiſe, as no unworthy 
Conſideration, the leſs 71] Blood will be occa- 
fioned. Yet nevertheleſs, as an Attachment to 
old Opinions and favourite Notions is not ſoon | 


eradicated, many there are, who ſtill think, | 
That reconciliatory Meaſures ought firſt to be WM j; 
+ tried :---Becauſe, ſay they, after all have , 
failed, we can but come to a Separation at laſt. n 
<« In the mean Time, let each Side drop ſome WM}, 
Part of their Pretenſions; let ſomething be {a- p 
„ crificed by each for the Sake of Peace: And 7 
e then it is to be hoped, when 2 Progreſs has Wl bo 
« been made thus far, fome Scheme or other WM, 
« may happily be deviſed for compromiſing the Bll 


% remaining Difficulties. Or perhaps theſe 
« Differences may be found to be ſo inconſide- 
« rable, as not to be worth regarding.“ 

Tus is certainly very good Advice, where it 
can be followed. But the Misfortune is, that 
in the preſent Caſe, any Scheme for a Compro- 
miſe is abſolutely impracticable. And the Rea- 


ſon is, becauſe in all compromiſing Schemes, 
it 


PLEAS AND ARGUMENTS. rr 
it is believed, and taken for granted by both 


Parties, that what they give up for the Sake of 


Peace, doth not invalidate their Right and 
Tide to that, which they chuſe to retain. But 
this is by no Means the preſent Caſe : For the 
Chim of Right on either Side muſt be univerſal, 


or there muſt be no Claim at all: And Fs, 


Party have it in their Power to recede a Tittle 
from their Pretenſions, without ſubverting the 
rery Foundation of their Claim to all the reſt. 

I am well aware, that an Aſſertion of this 
Nature will ſhock many Perſons: And there- 
fore T would not have ventured to have pub- 
liſhed it, had 1 not thoſe Reaſons to produce, 
which appear, to me at leaſt, to be very convinc- 
no, if not ſelf evident. But whether they will 
have the ſame Effect on others, is 'beyond my 
Province to determine. However, after the 
Pleas and Pretenſions, the Claims and Titles of 
boch Parties are fully ſet forth, and fairly ſtated, 


wery Reader will have the better Opportunity 
«judging for himſelf. 
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12 PLEAS AND ARGUMENTS, 


SECTION I. 


The Pla of Right of the 8 of ; 
Great-Britain 20 govern every Part Fo 
the Britiſh Empire. | 


N all Societies there muſt be a dernier Re- 


ſort, and a Ne plus ultra of ruling Power. 
To ſuppoſe x Series of ruling Powers one above 
another, ad infinitum, is to ſuppoſe as great an 
Abſurdity as can be conceived. Therefore we 


muſt ſtop ſomewhere. Here in Great-Britain it 


is both the Law, and the Conſtitution of the 


Realm, and the Voice of Reaſon, that we ſhould 


ſtop at King, Lords, and Commons, when! 
Parliament aſſembled. Mr. Lock indeed ſeem: 
to intimate, that the People, and not the Par: 


ee ne metas nn 


bd * * PA 
. 8 
* * 


liament, are the dernier Reſort of ruling Power : 
And what he expreſſed rather faintly, his Diff ö 
ciples ſince, eſpecially Dr. PRIESTLV and thY 
Americans, have dared to aſſert with intempeM 
Tate Zeal and great Vehemence. But, waving J 


for the preſent all other Objections to this ref 
publican Plan, it cannot be fo much as pre ; 
tended by the moſt furious Zealot for populalf 


Authority, that this is, or ever was, the ordina 


Procedure, the regular, and ſtated Courſe of 
Things. And no Man in his Senſes will pray 
rend to n that the Laws and Edicts of Pa | 


liamenf 


4 
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wunent are not binding, till they have received 
ke Sanction of ſome! patriotic Club, or popular 
\fembly convened for that Purpoſe:— Or that 
Taxes ought not to be levied, rl nne People 
hal appear to be willing to pay them . There- 


ire, the utmoſt which can be made of this Ap- 


rl to the People, is, that in deſperate Cafes, 
ad on ſuch extraordinary Emergencies, as per- 
haps it is not prudent to preſuppoſe, or is not in 
he Power of Mortals to foreſee, Mankind are 
wt bound by any certain, known, or general 
Lav, but muſt find out and apply che 30% Re- 
wdy the Caſe will admit of. The wiſeſt and 
bundeft of us all may be -deprived of his 
enſes by a Phrenzy in a Moment: And what 
my happen to one, may happen to many, 
den to the whole Houſe of Commons, -—nay, 
v both Houſes of Parliament, to the Prince 
m the Throne, and to all his Family: What 


den is to be done in this ſppoſeable Situation? 


ind would you be fo mad yourſelf, as ſeriouſly 
v propoſe a Cure for theſe imaginary Madmen, 
by making a Law, or attempting to provide a 
Remedy for this, and ſuch like peſſible Contin- 
jencies? Surely this is rather too much even 


1— 


— 


Mr. Locxz's Theory of Government will be examined 
t large in the enſuing Diſſertation, or expoſtulary Letter 
Wreſſed to the Proteſtant Diſſenting Miniſters of Nortb- 


lrerica. | 
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14 PLEAS AND ARGUMENTS, 
for our modern Race of Politicians openly 


avow. And therefore the juſt Concluſion! | 


that in a ſettled and regular. Government, t 
Parliament, conſiſting of King, Lords, a 
Commons, is the dernier Reſort of ralinf 
Power. This is certainly the general Rule 
tho? like all others it may, and ſometimes mu 
admit of Exceptions in ſuch very extraordinaff 


Caſes, as perhaps neither ought, nor could | . 
provided for. A Man, when he has got H 


Eſtate accurately ſurveyed, and well mappe 
thinks himſelf ſufficiently. fecure;---notwilf 


ſtanding it is ſtill a poſſible Caſe, that this E / 


tate may be ſhaken, torn to Pieces, and ſca 
tered aſunder by prodigious Earthquakes, ( 


ſome ſuch preter- natural Convulſions. 


Havins therefore advanced thus far, we a 
now to conſider, whether any Part of the widel 


diffuſed Britiſh Empire ean be regularly e 
empted from the Authority and Juriſdiction off 


Parliament, conſiſting of King, Lords, a 
Commons as above deſcribed ? Or, in oth 
Words, whether that Province can be a Part 
the Britiſh Empire, which is not ſubject to ti 
Britiſh Legiſlation ? As to the King himſe 


there is no Doubt to be made, bur that he mi 


rule over other Realms or Provinces by differe 
Titles, as well as over us. The Princes of t 
Houſe of Stuart were Kings of Scotland by ol 
Title, and Kings of England by another : The 

tu 
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y Kingdoms being altogether independent 
of the other. King WILLIAM likewiſe was 
holder of Holland; King Gzorce is Elector 
{ Hanover. - But what is the Conſequence of 
{theſe Unions? Plainly this, that neither the 
ih, nor the Hollanders, nor the Hanoverians, 
mithſtanding their being the Subjects of the 
ne Prince, were ever reputed to be Engli/h- 
For 'till Acts of Parliament were paſſed 
md, for naturalizing the Scotch, and ſimi- 
Laws enacted in Scotland for naturalizing the 
gt, the two Nations were as much Aliens 
Foreigners to each other, as if they had 
na thouſand Leagues aſunder. Moreover, 
v the Hollanders and Hanoverians, they nei- 
tr were, nor are a ot the nearer to be inveſted 
a the Rights and Privileges of Engliſi Sub- 
ts, than if they had been ſo many French or 
wards, They are ſtill Aliens, ſtill incapa- 
df enjoying any one Privilege or Immunity, 
one Dignity or Honour, any one Office, 
Ke, or Preferment peculiar to the Subjects 
he Britiſh Empire. This Reaſoning is cer- 
y concluſive, if any thing ever was: Nay 
tt, it is Matter of Fact. 

o Facts therefore we are now to appeal, 
ere te remaining Part of this Argument. 
ter all the Pleas for Independence (if any 
oo the Britiſh Dominions had a Right to ſet 
[ no uch Pretenſions) the Claims, which were fo 

tif artfully 


16 PLEAS AND ARGUMENTS. 
artfully urged: by the famous Mr. Molin 
(another Diſciple of Mr. Lock's) for the Indi. 
pendence of Vreland, ſeemed the moſt plauſibii 
And yet even theſe amounted to nothing, wi 
examined to the Bottom. = land 
Mr. MorLinzvux's firſt Pretence was, that aff 
the Conqueſt of Ireland by HxNxx II. and aff 
the peaceable Ceſſion of it to him by twerdff 
petty Princes of the Country; the Conqueih 
engaged on his Part, to grant to his new Sul 
jects the Benefit of being governed by the ſad 
Laws with his Engliſi Subjects, and of enjoyiiiſii 
a diſtin&t Parliament of their own : i 
2dly. Thnar a few Years. after this origi 
Contract, he made a Transfer or Donation of 
newly acquired Kingdom to his youngeſt 4 
Joan, then a Youth about 12 Years of A 
that this Grant was made at Oxford, during 
fitting of a Parliament, without their being o 
cerned in it as Parties thereto : Nay, that 
Conſequence of this Donation, the new. 
King made divers Grants and Charters to 
liege Subjects of Ireland : 
2dly. THar during the Reign of the t 
 Epwasps, certain Lords, Knights, and 
geſſes were ſent over from Ireland to repre 
that Kingdom in the Engliſi Parliament. 
Athly. Trar there are judicial Pleac 
ſtill upon Record, wherein it appears to 
been the Opinion of ſome of the Engliſh JuC 
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tat the Engliſi Laws are not obligatory on the 
klabitants of Ireland, becauſe ' "ny have a 
lament of their own. © 
_ 7: Arguments have a ſpecious Ap- 
arance at firſt W 4 But on us examine their 
lontents: e | 
Aup 1ſt, as to the desde des or 
meinal Contract between the Conqueror and 
r Conquered: — Nothing can be gathered 
um what the Hiſtorians have ſaid about it 
for if there ever was any Inſtrument of this 
Kind, it is now loſt) I ſay, nothing can be 
gathered from it more than this, that the King 
xomiſed to treat his new Subjects with great 
lenity and Indulgence; that he would govern 
tem by the ſame Laws by which his Eugliſii 


e öbpects were governed; that both Nations 
- Would be conſidered as one People; — and that 


tie Iri/h ſhould have a Parliament of their own 
for the better Management of their own local, 
dr provincial Concerns :---A Power which 
8 granted in Reality, tho? not by the expreſs 
Name of a Parliament, to almoſt every great 
lrporation within the King's Dominions : 
That is, a Power to make Laws for the better 
teulating their own Affairs, and for levying 
laxes for particular Uſes ; but fell ſubordi- 


ad, 0:11 ſubject to the Controul of che ſupreme 
0! Leeillature of the whole Empire. 
ue C SECONDLY 
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8 PLEAS AND ARGUMENTS, 
SECONDLY, as to the Fact of the King's ere 


ating his youngeſt Son, when only twelve Year 
of Age, King of Ireland, it is obſervable, thai 


neither Henry himſelf, nor any of his Sue 


ceſſors for ſome hundreds of Years appropriated 1 
to themſelves any higher Title than that of 
Lords of Ireland. It is therefore ſomewhat fin 1 
gular, that the very firſt Lord of Ireland ſhoullf 
aſſume a Power of creating a Title ſuperior tM 
his own, And the beſt Way of accounting fo. 
ſo whimſical a Conduct ſeems to be this :---It 1 
thoſe Gothic Times, when the refined Pleaſure 
of Society were ill-underftood, the Princes, an 
the great Men were at a Loſs for ſuitable Diver 
ſions for the Entertainment of their Gueſts M 
the three great Feſtivals of Chriſtmas, Eaſterfh 
and WYhitſuntide. Sometimes they had Recourlif 
to Tilts and Tournaments; at other Times tf 


gaudy Proceſſions, ſome of them ſolemn an 
religious, and others very ludicrous. Bu 


what ſeemed to be the moſt pleaſing of al 


both in England and in France, becauſe the mo 
pompous, and in which likewiſe all the great F. 
milies of both Kingdoms bore principal Part 
or Characters, were CoronaTions. The 
therefore were frequently repeated by eve 
Monarch at their great Feſtivals, and at t 
Meetings of their Parliaments. And HEV 
himſelf, who affected ſuch Raree-Shews as lit 


as any one, was crowned according to R4?!! 
thre 


PLEAS AND ARGUMENTS. 19 
wee ſeveral Times. 'Nay, he cauſed his eldeft 
m, and then Heir apparent, Prince Hznzsvy 
p be crowned twice King of England, during his 
un Life-Time. But was far, very far from 
mgining, that he had dethroned himſelf by 
tat Means, or even leſſened his own Autho- 
y: Much leſs can it be ſuppoſed, that when 
entertained his Court and Parliament at Ox- 
fird with the merry Coronation of a mere Boy, 
e reſigned the newly-conquered Kingdom of 
hand into the Hands of this raw unexperi- 
aced Youth ;—or indeed that he conſtituted any 
ther Perſons to be Truſtees or Guardians for 
im, *rill he ſhould come of Age. Nay, the 


Whintrary is ſo very apparent, that we know from 


ſtory,—not only that King RIchHAnp, Suc- 
thr to King HENRY, paid no Manner of Re- 
ard to this imaginary Donation,-- but alſo that 


Wixzy himfelf nick- named this very titular 


lng of Ireland, Joun LackLanD : An Appel- 
ation, which could not have been given him 
nth any Propriety, had he created him abſo- 
ltely and truly the Sovereign of a great Terri- 
by, and made him independent of himſelf. 
Ul therefore that can poſſibly be inferred from 
ich a Ceremony, amounts to no more than 
lis: That Joan was thereby conſtituted Vice- 
oy, or Lord Lieutenant of Ireland; and that, 
Men he went to reſide there, he was to act in 


C4 that 
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20 PLEAS AND ARGUMENTS. 


that Capacity. Hence therefore the Circum 


ſtance of his granting Charters ;---which indeed + 
all Lord Lieutenants have a Power to do, aud 
which every great Baron in England did former | 
ly : Which hkewife Jonx himſelf did to th 
City of Briſtol, as Earl of Moxzrox. Bu } | 
ſurely the City of Briſtol was never yet thoug . b 
to be exempt from parliamentary Authority ü 
and Juriſdiction. g 
2dly. As to the Circumſtance of Lords's . 
Commons being tent over from Jreland, to {| f F 
"and vote in the Engliſh Parliament :---Thilf 
might be urged as a very good Argument 4 1 
gainſt the Independence of the Iriſi Parliament 
becauſe it is an irrefragable Proof, that an in 
dependent Parliament did not then exiſt ii i 
Ireland; and it might allo ſerve to evince thi ! 
Expediency of an Union wich that Kingdoniil 
now at a {ime when the Roads are fo mud | 
better, and the Paſſages by Sea ſo much caſie 7 
ſafer, and more regular than in former Time 
Burt it can prove. nothing elſe with any Prob i 
bility, or Shew of Reaſon. For the Fact i: 
tnat whether there were Deputies ſent over fro tj; 
Ireland to repreſent the Iriſh Nation or nq; A; 
the Eng liſi Parliament made Laws to bind ti br 
Kingdom both before they came,---at the Tin! 
of their comine,---and after they ceaſed to com 


that 1s, for the Space of upwards of Six Rund tn: 
Tears. LAST! 


PLEAS AND ARGUMENTS. a2 
| LaSTLY, in regard to ſome Pleadings in our 
wn Courts of Judicature in Favour of the In- 


dependence of Ireland ;---there never was any 


formal Deciſion of this Nature ; but only ſome 
Doubts ſtarted on particular Occaſions, and re- 
ſecting particular Circumſtances. © Nay, ſup- 
dong even that there had been ſuch Deciſions, 
a Engliſh - Parliament would hardly have 
tought, that their ſupreme Authority and Ju- 
fldiction were to be limited, or circumſcribed 
n any Reſpect by the Deciſion of the Courts 
below: 

\TurrzFORE, to return to the main Phang JE 


The Fact, the indiſputable Fact, is, that ever 


ince the 1ri/h have enjoyed the Privilege of 
ting regarded,---not as Aliens. and F oreigners 
ſuch as 'Scoichmen formerly, Dutchmen of later 
Tears, and Hanovertians at preſent)---but as na- 
ural-born Engliſi᷑ Subjects, the Engliſi Laws 
and Courts of Judicature have neceſſarily been 
pramount over the Iriſu. The Decrees of the 
ing's-Bench in Ireland are ſubject to the Re- 
non of the King's-Bench in England. And 
s to the Upper Houſe of Parliament in Ireland, 
de Lords have no Judicature at all; but all 
appeals, and all Cauſes proper to be tried be- 
bre a Houſe of Lords, muſt be tried in Exg- 
and, Nay, the very King of Ireland is no 
ther, than that Prince, whom the Engliſh Na- 
ion ſhall firſt appoint to rule over them. This 

was 
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22 PLEAS AND ARGUMENTSs, 
was always the Caſe in every Conteſt about the 
Engliſi: Throne: For the Moment a Prince 
was acknowledged to be King of England. hel 
became, 17505 2 King of Treland, without! 
any further Ceremony, Election, or Coronation. f 
This therefore was particularly the Caſe at thei 
Revolution: At which Period the Difference 
between Treland and Sch u⁰,,,,iñas very remark N 
able; inaſtuch as the Englifh Parliament did 
not pretend to nominate a King and Queen fol 
Scotland, though they did for Frelevd' in th 
Perſons of the Prince and Princeſs of Orange 
And the 'fanie Caſe occurred again at the Ac 
ceſſion of the preſent Royal Family; when thi 
Irih Parliament never preſumed to paſs anyll 
Act either of Settlement, or of Recognition offf 
the Title of the preſent reigning Houle: And 
| yet it would have been, nay, it actually wal 
High-Treaſon in a Native of Ireland to have re 
fuſed the Acknowledgment of the Title of thy 
Houle of Hanover ;— notwithſtanding he mig 
have pleaded, according to Mr. Locks Princif 
ples, that the 7ri/ Parliament had neither elect 
ed, nor recognized the Election of that Houſe. 
Nxxr to the Appointment of a Sovereign t 
rule over a Country, is the Power of raiſing Taxe 
on its Inhabitants. And this alſo has been ex 
erciſed (tho! very ſparingly) by the Eng!i/h Pa 
liament over Ireland. The Truth is, this itſe 


is an extraordinary Power, which never oug 
| t 


t 
Ae 
ex 
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PLEAS AND. ARGUMENTS. 2g 
p be exerciſed, but in ſuch extraordinary Cafes; 
z require the Interpoſition of the ſupreme Le- 
ature, for the Good and Intereſt of the whole. 
hn all common Cafes, the local or provincial 
Patiament or Aſſembly ought to be allowed to 
ge for itſelf, and to provide Supplies for its 
wn Wants. Now, the particular Caſe here 
xerred to, in which the general Intereſt of the 
Empire was concerned, was that of the Poſtage 
Letters; whereby Proviſion was made for 
gening Communications, and carrying on Cor- 
rhondencies with every Part of | the widely-ex- 
tnded Britiſi Dotainions. And therefore an 
lit was paſſed in the Britiſi Parliament (after 
he Union with Scotland) for this moſt important 
Purpoſe. [See gth of Queen Ann Cap. 10.] 
Now, this general Act is the very Law, which 
tbliſhes and regulates all the Poſt Offices 
refted, or to be erected, as well in Ireland and 
turica, as in Great Britain: Which aſcertains 
pthis very Day, the Rates due and payable for 
te Poſtage of all Letters; and ſubjects every 
lintravenor or Oppoſer both in Ireland and in 
rica to the ſame heavy Fines and Penalties, 
ch are to be levied on Offenders in Great- 
Main. 

LasTLY, as Mr. MorINEUx's Book, in Fa- 
ur of the Independence of Ireland, had un- 
led People's Minds, and created much Diſ- 
kibance,---the Parliament of Great-Britain 

| a thought 


24 PLEAS AND ARGUMENTS. 
thought it neceflary to be very explicit on the 
Point, and to aſſert their ſovereign Rights in 
the ſtrongeſt Terms, viz.— 0 Be it declared 
6c by the King's moſt excellent Majeſty, by and 
cc with, &c. &c. that the ſaid Kingdom of Vreland 
e hath been, is, and of Right ought to be ſubordi- 
nate unto, and dependant upon, the imperialſj 
« Crown of Great-Britain, as being inſeparably 
<« united and annexed thereunto. And that the 
© King 8 Majeſty, by and with the Advice andi 
<« Conſent of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal 
« and Commons of Great-Britain in Parliamen 
ce aſſembled, hath, had, and of Right ought te 2 
< have, full Power and Authority to make Law 
<& and Statutes of ſufficient Force and Validirfl 
< to bind the Kingdom and People of Vreland. 

Ax be it further declared and enacted bi 
<« the Authority aforeſaid, that the Houſe q; 
« Lords of Ireland have not, nor of Rig 
e ought to have, any Juriſdiction to judge off 
« affirm, or reverſe any Judgment, Sentence 
% or Decree, given or made in any Cou 
within the ſaid Kingdom: And that all Pre 
<« ceedings before the ſaid Houſe of Lords up 
te any Judgment, Sentence, or Decree are, a 
«are hereby declared to be, utterly null a 
« void to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever 
[See 6. of G. 1. Cap. 5.] 

Tris Diſſertation relative to the Plea for tl 
Independence of Ireland, it muſt be one 


PLEAS AND ARGUMENTS. 25 
us rather been a long one: But ſurely it cannot 
he eſteemed a Digreſſion. For I defy the 
warmeſt, and the ableſt Advocate that ever 
peared for North-America, to produce any 
Arguments half ſo plauſible for the Indepen- 
dence of the Colonies, as thoſe which Mr. Mo- 
unzux had formerly adduced for the Inde- 
pendence of Ireland: Which yet, I hope, have 
received a thorough Confutation. In ſhort, be- 
gin where you will, and you will find, that the 
North- American legal and Hiſtorical Plea is in- 
finitely inferior to the ri. There never was 
any Stipulation entered into between the Con- 
C querors and the Conquered in North America :--- 
Never any pretended Transfer of the Sove- 
rignty of the Country to other Hands: Never 
any Charters given which even did pretend to 
exempt the Colonies. from the Legiſlature of 
the Britiſi Empire: - But, on the contrary, the 
very Charter of Penſilvania, where the Conpreſs 
was ſo lately held, declared and maintained the 
Parliament's Right of Taxation in expreſs 
Terms. Moreover, there were never any Lands 
eized or poſſeſſed by the firſt Settlers or Ad- 
renturers on any other Conditions, or in Con- 
kquence of any other Deed, Grant, or Title, 
than thoſe which explicitly acknowledged the 
Supremacy of the Engliſi Crown. And laſtly, 
there is not one Inſtance to be produced of ſo 
much as a Doubt in any of our Courts of Judi- 

D cat ure 


26 PLEAS AND ARGUMENTS. 
-cature, that America was not bound by Engl if 
Acts of Parliament; provided thoſe Ads re. 
lated to, and particularly mentioned, the Planta- 
tions, or : Colonies of America. On the con- 
trary, as ſoon as ever it was perceived, that the 
Seeds of Diſobedience were beginning to ſprout 
up in America, Laws were made from Time to 
Time to weed them out, and to maintain the Au- 
thority and Juriſdiction of the Parent · State. 
This may be traced from fo early a Period as 
the Reign of King WIIIIAM, when the Colo- 
nies were hardly emerged from their Infant. 
State; yet as ſome Symptoms of a rebellious | 
Diſpoſition began even then to appear, an ex- 
preſs Law was made to deſtroy every Pretence, 
and to obviate every future Subterfuge, which 
could poſſibly be invented, for aſſerting the In- 
dependence of the Colonies. And as this famous 
Law was made, — not in theſe vile, degenerate 
Times, when (according to modern Phraſe) our 
Liberties lie bleeding, and all our Franchiſes 
are at their laſt Gaſp,---but- in the patriotic 
Days of our glorious Defender King WILLIAM: 
And as this Act of Parliament is the moſt effec- 
tual, and legal Confutation of the wild Preten- 
fions, and exorbitant Claims of the preſent Con- 
oreſs, that can be imagined,---inaſmuch as it 
was made above 70 Years before theſe Repub- 
lican Meetings were in being ;---l ſhall chere- 


fore quote it once more, tho? L have mentioned 
it 
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PLEAS AND ARGUMENTS, 2; 
| twice already i in the preceding Tracts. «Be it 
«further enacted, and declared by the Autho- 
u rity aforeſaid, that all Laws, Bye-Laws, 
« Ulag es or Cuſtoms, at this Time, or which 
« HEREAFTER- ſhall be in Practice, or endea- 
« voured, or pretended to be in Force or Prac- 
« tice in any of the ſaid Plantations, which are 
ein any wiſe repugnant to the before- men- 
« toned Laws, or any of them, ſo far as they 
do relate to the ſaid Plantations, or any of 
«them, or which are any wiſe repugnant to this 
« preſent Act, or to any OTHER Law HERE- 
& AFTER TO BE MADE IN THIS KiNGDoM, fo 
«far as ſuch Law ſhall relate to, and mention 
« the ſaid Plantations, are ILLEGAL, NULL, AND 
&y01D TO ALL INTENTS AND PURPOSES WHAT- 
* EVER. '---[ See 7. and 8. of WILLIAM III. 
ap. 7. $ 9. 

Now, as this Statute of e chi Third 
eyidently undertakes to juſtify the Conſtitutional 
Right of Parliament to make Laws to bind the 
(olonies it neceſſarily follows, that, if the 
ate Stamp-Act, and every other Act of GEOROE 
the Third now complained of, were really and 
tuly no better than Uſurpations, this original 


dught to have borne the greateſt Blame :---And 


be of much older Date than the Americans them- 
klves, for certain Reaſons, are willing to ac- 
D 2 knowledge. 


Law, which pretended to authorize them, 


then the American Grievances will be found to 
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28 PLEAS AND/ ARGUMENTS. 
knowledge. For, in Fact, if the heavy Charge 
of Uſurpation now brought againſt the Mother- 
Country, is well founded; - King Wikuian 
and his Parliament were the prior Uſurpers, 
and the greateſt Invaders of the Colony-Rights: 
So that the worſt, which can be ſaid againſt the 
preſent Legiſlature, with any Colour of Reaſon, 
or Shew of Truth, is only this :---That in mak- 
ing the Stamp and other Acts of the preſent 
Reign, they too implicitly followed the bad 
Example which had been ſet before them. But 
if the Charge was not brought againſt King 
WiILIIAuu and his Parliament for what they 
did; it is impoſſible that it could be brought, 
with any Conſiſtence, againſt the preſent Govern- 
ment, who have done nothing more, than tread- 
in their Steps, and following their Deciſions. W 
HoweveR, we will readily allow, that 3d 
Laws may be made by rightful Governors, as i 
well as by Uſurpets. And therefore another 
Queſtion comes here to be diſcuſſed, viz. 
Were thoſe Colony Laws, lately made by our 
Parliament, - were they, I ſay, good or bad 
in their own Nature? And particularly it may 
be aſked regarding the Stamp Act (as being a 
PELLET Kind 


* 


N. 


* I particularly mentioned the Stamp-AR, as being the 
apparent, or pretended Cauſe of all; the preſent Diſturbances. 
But no Man living can be ſo ſtupid, as to believe, that it 

VEL | ON | was 
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lud of Touchſtone: for all; the reſt) was it fuch, 


ntl tyramica!, | and. oppreſſue,:-+had..it., been 
nde by choſe Legiſlators, who had the Right 
ud juſt Power, gf waring Laws for. the Colo- 


ies? E 


nelly remark, that this Tax had every Quality 
ſelonging to it, which could have dengminated 
ineſonable and unexceptionable reſpecting either 
de dum or Quantum to be railed;---or the Mode 
Ealing, it, or the Uſes to which it: was to be 
pplied. 

AnD firſt a as to the Denton... The Sum i in- 
ended to be raifed, was only a Part, and 2 ſmall 
Pat too, of the very ſame Tax, which we had 
gun to lay on ourſelves, and then had greatly 


wemenced for the Benefit and Protection of 


/ 

| liele very Colonies. ---So that in this Inſtance, at 
F haſt, there could have been no Pretence for 

SIT rĩr˙f ——— —' . — a 

cke rue one. The real and true Cauſe was the driving 

d (de French from Canada; and the other was only the Oc- 

a "a Had the French Government ſtill ſubſiſted in that 
bau, there would have been no Congreſſes aſſembled in 


ar Colonies to diſpute the Rights and Authority of Great 
lain. But when the Colonies became in fact independent, 
tough our Means, it was idle to expect, that they would 
want an Opportunity of declaring their Independence: 
ad tho? the Stamp Act had never exiſted, it would have 
en eaſy to have found out ſome other Pretence, to have an- 
ered the ſame End. For when People are ripe and pre- 
ces. 4 %%; any Thing and every Thing will then ſerve for a 
t it Vitext todo that, which they have a Mind to do. 


we thoſe 


1 deſerved. to be branded. with, the Epithers « of 


Now to anſuer theſe Queſtions,” ve, Ik here : 


: preſſes the Poor, nor impoveriſhes the Ric 
it multiplies Officers or Collectors the leaſt « 
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thoſe Clamours, ſo induſtriouſſy propagated *” f| 
the Americans abroad, and the Mock- Patriots WM" 
home, that the Parliament had laid Taxes on thi" 
Colonies, in which the Inhabitants of Great. . 
tain bote no Part: For the latter not only boli: 
a much greater Proportion of the ſame Tax tha 
the Colonies; but alſo ſubmitted | to ſever er 


Augmentations of it for Nerf Defence and Prq 
tection of America. | 

Ax 2dly, as to the Mate of raiſing this Tal 
Were all poſſible Modes to be Examined, ni 
compared together, this of a Stamp- Duty af 
pears to be one of the beſt and moſt unexceprii 
onable, which the Wit of Man can deviſe; | 


aſmuch as it approaches to a voluntary Tax muꝙ n 


nearer than any other. In fact, it neither o ee 
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any: it cauſes no forceable Entries into Pet 
ple's Houſes : Nor is there any Need of uſi 
Violence in colle&ing it: And in ſhort, it dot 
not endanger Liberty, nor render Property le 
ſecure than they would otherwiſe have been, in ai 
Reſpect whatever. Nay, fo far from it, that 
the Courſe of its Operation, it often detects Fc 
gery and Impoſture, and by that Means becom 
the Guardian of Simplicity, Honeſty, and Fa 
eing. 

LasTLy, as to the intended Application 


this Tax ;---the Sums ariſing from it . 
15 ſol 
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tely-to be applied for the Uſe of America, and 
mol Great-Britain : And in regard even to Ame- 
i, the Money was not to be appropriated for 
teprivate Uſe of any particular Province: For 

u that been the Caſe, it certainly would have 
ken more prudent in the Parliament to have 
united that particular Province to have raiſed 

bun Taxes for its own Uſes: But this Tax 
deſtined for the Good and Protection of the 
ale American Empire both in the Iſlands, and 
Wi the Continent. And therefore the very Na- 
ue of the Caſe rendered it exceedingly proper 


r Cognizance of the Matter, according to the 
Imer Example of a Poſt-Tax in the Reign of 
een ANN. . {See gth of Q. Axx, Cap. 10.] 
nas right ſo to do, both in order to regulate 
direct the whole for the public Good, and 
0 to apportion out, what each Colony ought 
contribute thereunto: Which Partition theſe 
pointed Governments, with their diſcordant 
tereſts, would never have ſettled among them- 
nes, | 

lx ſhort, and to ſum up all, it is generally 
wed on all Sides, by Americans as well as 
ers, that had the Provincial Governments 
emſelves agreed together to have laid on ſuch 
amp Duty, as the Britiſi Legiſlature did lay 
5 would not, it could not, have been deemed 
ſive and immoderate as to the Quantum, or 
m to be raiſed, nor unjuſt, partial, or op- 
preſſive 


I the ſupreme Legiſlature to take upon itſelf 
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2 PLEAS AND ARGUMENTS. 

preſſive as to the Myde; nor yet unwiſe, unne 
ceſſary, or dangerous in reſpect to the Applicy 
to it, from firſt to laſt, is reſolvable into ond 
fingle Point, viz. The Powers which laid it oof 
had no Right ſo to do; they were Usvzrzz 
But alas! if they were Ufurpers, it mult neceſſul 
rily follow, that all former Eugliſi Legiſlaturf 
were Uſurpers likewiſe: For they all mad 
Laws to hind the Colonies :---They all im 
gined, that they were the ſupreme Legiſl g 
ture of the Empire, which therefore vi 
to govern and controul the whole: — Tha 
all acted as if every other Branch of Lf 
giſlation was wholly and ſolely derived fro 
them, and therefore could not be but depeli 
dent on, and ſubject to them. ; 


Ix ſeems, theſe grand and fundamental Pri 


Ciples are now flatly denied by the Colonie 
Let us therefore ſee, what they have to ſay 
o extraordinary a Caſe, and how they attem 
to vindicate their novel Claims. 


SECTIC 


10 


PLEAS AND amn, 
8 E C T I © N II. 


Te Plea alkcgel by he G ohnen an Support 
wa of therr Pretenfions. 


IN order to avoid every Appeiradce of Par- 
tiality in this Caſe, I will ſtate the American 
Nea in the very. Words of the Americans them- 
ſelves, convened together in their celebrated 
Congreſs at Philadelphia, and then it is to be 
_ | 


—————; Pergama dextris 
Def e, etiam his defenſa fuiſſent. 
Taria Words are theſe :—< The good Peo- 


ple. of the ſeveral Colonies of Ne -Hampfhire, 
Maſachuſetts-Bay, Rhode- Hand and Providence 
Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, New-Ferſey, 
Pemnſylvania, Newcaſtle, Kent and Suſſex on De- 
levare, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, and 
ith-Carelina, juſtly alarmed at theſe arbitrary 
Proceedings of Parliament and Adminiſtration, 
have ſeverally elected, conſtituted, and appointed 
Deputies to meet and fit in general Congreſs 
in the City of Philadelphia, in order to obta n 
lach Eſtabliſhment, as that their Religion, Laws, 
ind Liberties may not be ſubverted: Where- 
upon the Deputies ſo appointed being now aſ- 
embled, in a full and free Repreſentation of 

E theſe 


have the following RiguTs- 
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theſe Colonies, taking into their moſt ſerious 
Conſideration 'the beſt Means of attaining the 
Ends aforeſaid, do in the firſt Place, as Engliſh- 
men their Anceſtors, in hke Caſes, have uſually] 
done, for aſſerting and vindicating their Rights 
and Liberties, DECLARE, | 
« THAT the Inhabitants of the Engliſh Colo-f8 
nies in North-America, by the immutable Laws off 
Nature, the Principles of the Engliſi Confſtitu-M 
tion, and the ſeveral Charters or men | 


 « Reſolved, nem. con. 1. That they are enti- 
tled to Life, Liberty, and Property: And they 
have never ceded to any ſovereign Power what 
ever, a Right to diſpoſe of cither without their 
Cankne. : I 
4 Reſolved, nem. con. 2. That our Anceſtors 


who firſt ſettled theſe Colonies, were at the Tim ¶ uu 
of their Emigration from the Mother Country eu 
entitled to all the Rights, Liberties, and Im I. 
munities of free and natural born Subject ne 
within the Realm of England. u 
« Reſolved, nem. con. 3. That by ſuch Emi hr 
gration they by no Means forfeited, ſurrendered n 
or loſt any of thoſe Rights, but that they were 
and their Deſcendents now are, entitled to th co 
| Exerciſe and Enjoyment of all ſuch of them ary 
their local, and other Circumſtances enable the he 
to exerciſe and enjoy. Pet 


60 Reſolved 
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« « Reſolved, 4. That the Foundation of Eng- 
j6 Liberty, and of all free Government, is 2 
Right in the People to participate in their Legiſla- 
toe Council: Aud as the Engliſh Coloniſis are not 
wreſented,' and from their local and other Circum- 
funces cannot properly be repreſentęd in the Britiſh 
Parliatnent, they art entitled to a. free and excluſive 
Power of Legiſlation in their ſeveral provincial 
Legiſlatures, where their Right of Repreſenta- 


tion can alone be preſerved; in all Caſes of Tax- 


tion and internal Polity, ſubject only to the 
Negative of their Sovereign, in ſuch Manner as 
has been heretofore uſed and accuſtomed: Bur 
ROM THE NECESSITY OF THE CASE, AND A RE- 
04RD. TO THE MUTUAL INTERESTS OF BOTH 
CounTRIES, we chearfully coxsEN to the Ope- 


ation of ſuch. Acts of the Britiſi Parliament, 
Ys are bona fide reſtrained to the Regulation of 


aur external Commerce, for the Purpoſe of ſe- 


during the commercial Advantages of the whole 


Empire to the Mother Country, and the com- 
mercial Benefits of its reſpective Members, ex- 
duding every Idea of Taxation internal or external, 
fir raiſing a Revenue on the Subjects in America 
innour THEIR Coxs Nr. 

10 Reſolved, nem. con. 5. That the e 
Colonies are entitled to the common Law of 
Eylind, and more eſpecially to the great and 
beſtimable Privilege of their being tried by the 
Feers of the Vicinage, according to the Courſe 
that Law. 

E 2 « Reſolved, 


rn 


— Z a ff : A a 
: N TIF - +>. e LAs ; rs 44} 
* * n 8 4 oy : Ne rt 1 Z £4 
2» Bs % en ws _ K % —— — K — 5 x . 
7 _ = _— GCL 195 . * eh ” 5 ba Zou = 9 3 8 
* n — _—_ 2 _ a : — * 2 * GE ** n PR 3 1 = : : 
* * . * > bd ES pa — bh 2 8 * 1 * 1 * uf 
* 1 n 2 > 5 . 7 — — 1 
— 4 ER” 7 — 5 * ppg 5 K. ys 
> ail g ob don gs, , - * > 5 4 2 1 — 4 2 - ay 9 " 
WW .- — r * 3 "us; of : 9 — — ——— 4 3 FEY — > 3 1 
be — 1 - 4 K 5 N . 


1 2 
c * 
of + 
7 4 
, 1 
£37 
111 
> vl * 
27 
7 3 * 
{ BEE 
1 3 
KF + þ * 
4 TH 
1 * 
— Fe 4 
x 
* 


* Reſolved, 6. That they are entitled to the 
Benefit of ſuch of the Engliſh Statutes, as exiſt- 
ed at the Time of their Colonization; and which 
they have, by Experienoe, reſpectively found toll 
be applicable” to their fevend local, adde 
Circumſtances. 8 ky 

« Reſobved, nem. con. 7. That: theſe, thi Ma 
jeſty's Colonies, are likewiſe entitled to all th 
Immunities and Privileges granted and confirmed 
to them by royal Charters, or ſecured by thel | 
ſeveral Codes of provincial Laws. | 

«. Reſctved, nem. con. 8. That they have 
Right peaceably to aſſemble, conſider of their 
Grievances, and petition the King; and that al 
Proſecutions, prohibifory ns * a AN | 
Commitments for the ſame, are illegal. 

<« Reſolved, nem. con. 9. That the Keeping! 
ſtanding Army in theſe Colonies, in Times of 
Peace, without the Conſent of the Legiſlature 
that Colony in which ſuch Army is kept, | 

againft Law. 

C Reſolved, nem. con. 10. It is indiſpenſabl | 
neceſſary to good Government, and rendere 
eſſential by the Engliſi Conſtitution, that th 
conſtituent Branches of the Legiſlature be inde 
pendent of each other; that, therefore the Exe! 
ciſe of legiſlative Power in ſeveral Colonies, k 
a Council appointed, during Pleaſure, by tl 
'Crown, is unconſtitutional, dangerous, and dt 
ſtructive to the Freedom of American Legiſlatio 
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PLEAS AND ARGUMENTS. 3 
«ALL andeach of which, the aforeſaid Depu- 
is in Behalf of themſolveg, arg! cheir:Conſti- 
ments, do claim, demand, and inſiſt on, as their 
adubitable Rights and Liberties ; which canngt 
le legally taken from them, altered, or,abridged 
. an Power whatever, without their oα Con- 
ft, by their Repreſentatives 5 Heir ene pro- 
rial Leg Rletur ures.— 
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" 44 


s E c T 1 0 N . 


5 The reſtedtive Plas of: the Phrine: Stat 
and of the Colonies examined, and con. 
| pared together : Aud the Tmpoſſibility 
their makin i any mutual Conceſſions, 22 


fitently with their reſpe@roe Claini, 
proved and demonſtrated. 


HE. firſt Thing obſeryable i in this Contro- 
verſy is, that there is no common Prin4 

ciple to reſt upon, no common Medium to ap 
peal to. The Coloniſts reaſon principally from 
what they apprehend ought originally to be the 
Caſe, —to what in future ſhall, or muſt be: 
_ the Mother Country from what actual) 
was, to what ſtill ought to be. Or in othe 
Words, the Parent-State grounds her preſen 
Claim of Authority and Juriſdiction over thi 
Colonies on Facts and Precedents, and on wh: 
was actually the State of Things at the fit 
Settlement of theſe Colonies, and during th 
whole Courſe of their Growth and Progret 
ever ſince, —adding withal, that in every Sta 
or Commonwealth antient or modern, leg; 
Protection neceffarily infers the Duty of leg! 
Obedience, and that there muſt be in eve 
Government a dernier Reſort, and a Ne plus ul 


of ruling Power. On the other Hand, * * Nen 
: VVA ont g 
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vrifts, who are all the Diſciples of Mr. Lock, 
have Recourſe to what they call immutable 


fineſſes of Things, and in ſhort! to ſuch 
Rights of Human Nature, which they ſuppoſe to 
be alienable and indefeaſible. Former Laws 
ind * Precedents carry little or no Conviction 
o People, who argue after this Manner: And 
therefore they are ſeldom or never mentioned by 
the Americans : For all theſe, they well know, 
yould + ſurely make againſt them. And as to 
ay Claims to be derived from regal Charters, 


N __ 


-* Dr. PRIESTLY, the celebrated Champion of the Ane- 
fan, expreſsly-excepts againſt our having Recourſe to any 
ach Topics as theſe. His Words are curious: Lawyers, 
ſeys he, who are governed by Rules and Precedents, are 
' very apt to fall into Miſtakes in determining what is 
" right and Jawwful in Caſes, which are, in their own Na- 
" ture, prior to any fixt Law or Precedent.” See his 
Indt on Political Liberty, Page 26.]—Lawyers therefore 
e no proper Judges of the Law and Conſtitution of the 
lonies !— To what a Paſs are Times now come 

In Creuch's Book of Rates, Edit. 1757, there are enu- 
terated, under the Article Plantations in the Index, from 
ge 539 to Page 557, no leſs than Ninety Clauſes, or Ex- 
tics from Acts of Parliament, for governing and con- 
wuling the ſubordinate, Legiſlatures of the Colonies, - for 
tulatng their Police, and reſtraining their Trade; alſo 
ir diſpenſing with the Trials by Juries in contraband 
Lauſes, and for appointing .. other Modes of Trial; 
ud laſtly for laying on Duties and Taxes: of various 
nds, Moreover it is obſervable, that every one of the 


ul e there mentioned, was prior to the preſent Reign. 
e CC ind had Mr. Crouch's Subject have led him to it, he might 
niſts re mentioned twice as many more. : F 


they 


ſuths,---the abſtract; Reaſonings, and eternal 
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they are not inſiſted upon As THE MAN PIII Ang 
of the Amkrican Cauſe, Indeed, if they were, 
facts Supporters muſt fail: of Courſe; bern f 
every Chaner granted ſolely by the King, mutf 
ir the very Nature of Things, be ſubordinate id 
the ſupreme Legiſlature both of King and Par 
Hament.] But theſe Claims pretended to bd 


derived from Charters, are quoted only by thi 


By, as a Kind of ſupernumerary Proof, and as 
Sort of analogical Reaſoning, fit only for tho 


whoſe weak Minds cannot digeſt Arguments f 


. a fuperior Strength and Quality. 


Hence therefore it is plain and evident, th; 


there can be no Grounds for a Compromiſe 
Differences between theſe wo contending P. 


ties, for they hold nothing in common to "fan 
upon: So that either Side muſt: maintain tl 


whole of its Claim, or wholly recede from 
* You are either Subjects, or not Subjects, {: 
< the Engliſhman to the American; for there 
te no Medium between Dependence and Ind 
<« pendence. e are not ſubject to the E 
liſh Government in any Reſpect, againſt our « 


free Choice, and voluntary Conſent, ſays t 


American: And you are Uſurpers in every 
tempt you make to deprive us of this innate, i 
rent, and unalienable Liberty Therefore, 
che impartial Bye-Stander, if there be 
Medium between Dependence and Indep 


dence, between Uſurpation, and a lawtul 
thort 
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thority, it neceſlarily follows, that your Diffe- 
ences can never be neconcyed, or adjuſted. 
4nd you will have no other Choice, but either 
to quarrel r —-or to We ee 
ably. | 

Bur, Adly. ve will uſe üer inter 8 
zake, and becauſe ſuch a Scheme has been 
publickly recommended, -e will ſuppoſe, I 
ky, that me Wall- wiſher to both Countries, 
of a better Heart, than Head, ſhould ꝓropoſe a 
Plan of Reconciliation after the following 
Ir Great-Britain allow the Colonies the 
*:{gle Right of taxing: themſelves: And on the 
other Hand, let the Colonies allow to Great- 
"Britain the excluſive Right of regulating 
« their external Commerce: And then the an- 
tient Narmony between ahem will AR 
* and afl will be Peace again.” 

Turns Words, it muſt: be owned, look fair, 
far as they go: But they are fallacious even at 
lift ſetting out. For there is a palpable Decep- 
ton in the very Terms here made uſe of, allow the 
Mt; which Fallacy is eaſily diſcovered by 
ſobſtituting other Words in their Stead. For 
Eample, Let Great Britain renounce the Right 
if taxing the Americans without their own Con- 
ent: And then the Americans will,---what.? 
Revounce the Right of regulating their own 

- F Commerce? ; 


- 
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immutable Laws of Nature, if it be unalienable, 


terpretation of that Right; - only conſenting to 


Condition nevertheleſs, that ſuch an Uſe ſhall f | 


grant them—Nothing : Nothing, but to what 
they had a prior, and even an INDEFEASIBLEBW 
Right to enjoy, whether you granted it then 


Commerce? No, by no Means: The Americans 
will never make any ſuch Renunciation. In- 


deed they ſay, they cannot: And they ſay truly, W 
on their Principles. For if ſuch a Right be L 
founded, as they expreſsly declare it is, in the 


unalterable, and indefeafitle;:1t. is impoſſible. to 
renounce it: And every Attempt of this Sort 
muſt be judged fooliſh and prepoſterous, null 
and void. Nay, the utmoſt which can be ex- 
pected from them, according to this Hypotheſis, WM 
is what they declare in their 4th Reſolve, 
Page 33; they are ready to do, viz. . That from WW 
&* the Neceſſity of the Caſe, and a Regard to the 4 
<< mutual Intereſts of both Countries, they will f 
e cheerfully coxs ENT to tlie Operation of ſuch WM 


Acts of Parliament, as are bona fide re- : | 
* ſtrained to the Regulation of their external 


<« Commerce.” So that here you plainly. ſee, : 
they ſtill maintain their Right, and the In- 


ſuſpend the Exerciſe of it for the preſent, on 


be made of this Conceſſion as they ſhall ap- 
prove of. In ſhort, it is evident according to 
their Ideas, that were you to allow them the 1 
ſole Right of ' taxing themſelves, you would 


" > key  - eee? hed &© Aafm od. —_— ES. a a P 


o' 
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or not ;---but which you had from the Begin- 
ning very injuriouſſy attempted to rob them of. 
Whereas, were they to allow you the Privilege 
of making Acts to regulate their Commerce 
either by Land or Sea, they would thereby 
grant you a Favour, to which of yourſelves you 
had not the leaſt Claim or Pretenſion. - And 
conſequently as this Permiſſion would always 
remain a mere Act of Grace and Favour on their 
Part; there would likewiſe always exiſt an un- 
dlenable Right of limiting, circumſcribing, and 
br interpreting it, in what Manner they thought 
poper;—and at laſt of totally withdrawing it, 
ben they believed it to be abuſed, or perverted 
o cheir Prejudice. 
= Moxzovzs, 3dly. Granting even that Great- 
= }Briiaiz was ſo ill adviſed, as to enter into a 


Compact with the Colonies, on theſe diſhonour-" 


\ Kg able and diſadvantageous Terms; granting, I 
1 oy, that we truſted to a Treaty, which the Ame 
ans themſelves declare aforehand to be binds 
ng only during Will and Pleaſure; and which 
1] cannot poſſibly bind their Poſterity,---ſtill it is 

o be enquired, what Effects would this /eeming 
Compromiſe have upon the Colonies? Would 
t reſtore Peace? Would it produce a cordial 


this with the leſs Heſitation, becauſe I have 
proved already [ſee Page 131-157 of Tract IV.] 
ad can prove ſtill more abundantly, that the 


Reconciliation? No, by no Means. I aſſert 


2 Ack 
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Act of Navigation of Cnannks II. and ev 4 
other ancient. Law for reſtraining; and: mMonopo« 4 
lizeng the Commerce of the Plantations; ñwẽer MW 
dic produce thaſe deſireable Effects of Harmony 
and Hnanimity, which: are now confidently 2 
aſcribed: to them. On the contrary, the real MW 
Fact was, and it is natural it Mauid be. ſd, that the 
coercive Laws were always regarded, as the never- 
failing Source of Diſtord ant Diſſention between 
the two Countries. Indeed the Truth, the un- 
deniable Truth is, that the Colonies engaged 
from the very firſt Penied/ of their Exiftence, in 
all Sorts of contraband: Trades, which they Ml 
could practiſe with Impunity, or which they 
could carry on with any Profpect of Profit. 
And it is aftenifhing, that any of their Advo- 
cares, eſpecially thoſe of a/acred Charuiſter, ſnould 
be fo far miſled: themſelves: (fon we dare not 
ſuppoſe; that they would: willingly and deſign-M 
edly miſſead others) 1 fay, it is really aſtoniſhing, 
that they could be ſo. ignorant of theſe notorious 
Facts, as even to inſinuate the contrary. Bur 
ſince it has fo happened, we muſt now obſerve 
once for all, that it appears: from the very Sta- 
tutes of the Realm, that the Coloniſts never 
made it a Scruple of Conſdience to import from: 
prohibited Places, and to export to them any 
Article of Commerce, which they thought they 
could either buy, or ſel to Advantage. Hence 
Frerefore mutual Complaints aroſe from the very 
Beginning 3 


= 


| 
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beginning ; theſe encreaſed and multiplied every 
buy, in Proportion as the Trade extended. 
Ind at laſt the Coboniſts not only eluded the 


ligitance; but" frequently outbraved the legal 
power of the Mother- Country. This made it 


jeceſſtry/ for the Engliſh Legiſlature to' enact 
we Laws from Time to Time in order to 
frengthen and enforce the old ones, and to pre- 
went the Increaſe of tlieſe Evils as much as 
wſtble. And it is very obſervable, that there 
bone general Principle, which runs throughout 
it theſe Laws, and diffuſes and expands itſelf | 
core and more, according to the Exigencies of 
er Caſe, viz. That a Fury of American Sung 
4 ters was nat to be truſted in the Condemnation of 


( brother-Smuggler. Hence therefore every new 
ls encreaſed, and extended the Power of mak- 
Jaa Option, granted to the Revenue - Officers 
( proſecuting the Offenders either in England, 
tn Ireland. or in the Courts of Admiralty in 
ie Plantations, or indeed by a Jury in any 
oer Plantation if ſufficiently diſtant from the 
on where the Fact was committed. So that 
y ſhort, the diſmal Outcry now raiſed by the 
congreſs, of having the Rights of Eugliſmen 
kken from them, viz. the Right of being tried 
by a Jury of the Ficinage,---as if it was the mo- 
&n Invention of a profligate Miniſtry, and a 
onupt Parliament, is a. Grievance, if it be a 
SGrievance, 
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Grievance, -; of urwakDbs or A ,Huxpers WM 
YEzaRs-.STANDING, fſce.;particularly 22d. ang 
23d. of C. II. Cap. 26.:$-t2-and-13, ---lſo; 
25th of G. II. Cap. 7 th. and 8th of 
Wh. III. Cap. ALAS Ny ; 
Now, if the Americans — 8 tardy in their 
Duty towards their Mother - Country, during 
their Infant-State; and before they had learnt 
even to liſp the high-ſounding Words, immutable 
Laws of Natare;---umalienable Rights,---and ſelf- 
evident Propoſitions,---what are we to expect at 
preſent, when they have added all the Principles 
of Reſiſtance and Revolt to their former diſobe- 
dient Practices; and when they are become, 
even through Motives of Conſcience; the deter- 
mined Enemies of the Authority and Juriſdic- 
tion of Great-Britain ?---I aſk therefore; Can 
any Mortal be ſo ſtupid; as to believe, that an 
American Jury will, for the future, be more fa. 
vourable to the Engliſi Plea of an excluſive 
Right to, and a Monopoly of their Commerce, 
than their: Juries were in former Times? Andi 
what a Farce would it be, to attempt to bring 
ſuch a Cauſe as this before an American Judica: 
ture, according to the Sentiments and Notions 


they have now imbibed ?- -In ſuch a Caſe, it 19 « | 
much more probable, that they would find i *« / 
Bill of Indictment againſt the Officer for ſeizing « 1 


theſe 88 8 than againſt the — for impor 
ing 
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ing, or exporting them contrary; to an . Engliſh 
Law ;---2 Law, whoſe Authority they diſclaim, 
nd whoſe mn _ dean . * de- 
wiſe fe a 51 
oo why mould we TIE OY Point any 
bnger? Dr. FxanxLin himſelf joins his Suf- 
frage to ours as far as this Paint is concerned. 
Many [ ſays he, in- his Advertiſement to his 
Conſiderations on the Nature, and the Extent 
of the Legiſlative Authority of the Britiſi Par- 
lament, - printed in RIvIxOTOx's New-York 
Cazetteer, October 30, 1774, * Many will per- 
* haps be ſurprized to ſee the Legiſlative Au- 
* thority of the Britiſi Parliament over the Co- 
& lonies, denied in every Inſtance. Thoſe the 
« Writer informs, that, when he began this 
« Piece, he would probably have been ſurprized 
ant ſuch an Opinion himſelf.” For it was the 
Reſult, not the Occaſion of his Diſquiſitions. 
He entered upon them with a View and Ex- 
« pectation. of being able to trace ſome conſtitu- 
@ tional Line between thoſe Caſes in which we 
the Americans] ought, and thoſe in which we 
* ought not, to acknowledge the Power of Par- 
* lament over us. In the Proſecution of his 
* Inquiries he became fully convinced; that 
"ſuch a Line doth not exiſt; and that there can 
*de. no Medium between I and 
* derying that Power in ALL Caszs. “, 


Now 
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No after this, what can be ſaid more? Ang 
13 we think of 4 Medium; of a T A 
rament, of a Neconciliatinn in ſuch 3 8 
mutual Conceſſions cannot poſſibly be made: 
Comprorniſing Schemes are ide, and viſionary 
Things ; becauſe the Nature of the Claim an 
both Sides. is abſolutely fach, itharir muſt be ad- 
2mitred whole ani entire q. -cor be wholly denied 
and rejected. Therefore in queh a Dilemma, 
What other Scheme fpractable Scheme I mean 
can now remain for the good People of Great. 
-Brivain yet to purſue, hut eithef to ſurtendet 
-the diſobedient Colonies xttirely:up, by declar- 
ing them to be ſo many rer and independent 


States 2 Or do become their Tributaries and 1 
Maſfals 2-—-I ay, their Tributaries and Vaſſad . 
For quch we nut really be, if we do not ſepa 0 
rate from them, whatever thin Diſguiſes may bei li 
attempted to be put on to cover this Diſgrace i * 
Every Advantage, which we enjoy, they are te 4 . 
enjoy im common with u.; and yet to contributq '* 
nothing but war, whey, and hw they pleaſq ** 
towards the vaſt Expenee of procuring, and ſei vt 
euring theſe Advantages. We are to defray thiZ Tr 
Charges of Fleets and Arinies, of Forts and h 
Settlements, of Embaſſies and Alliances, of Po 
- Treaties of Peace and Commerce, and of all de 
other "expenſive Privileges which the Engi no 
| enjoy among *foreign Nations, and then * a 
| | 
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(he Americans) are to reap the Benefits of them 
equally with ourſelves. In ſhort, we are to be 


every Caſe ; we are to run the firſt Riſques, 


den, when Matters are, brought to bear, and 
e Trade has ſucceeded, they are to commence 
cor Rivals and Competitors. Thus, for Ex- 
= ple, is there ſome new and important Diſco- 
very to be made in Chymical Proceſſes, in the 
Arts of Dying, Colouring, Mining, Fluxing, 
&c. &c. ? Or are there any uſeful Machines to 
te invented in the Mechanic Arts? The In- 
rentor may have a Patent to reward his Ge- 
ius, to re-imburſe his Expences, and encou- 
nge his Induftry for fourteen Years, if he 
pleaſes ; this Patent will hold good againſt 
his Fellow - Subjects in Greaz-Britain ;—but will 
wt ſignify a Ruſh againſt the Independents of 
North- America :--- And what is ſtill more pro- 
king, theſe Independents will have it in their 
Power to entice away his Agents and Servants, 
ater he has been at the ſole Expence and 
Trouble of teaching, and training them to the 
buſineſs :---I ſay, they will have it in their 
rover to entice them pudlickly away, by offering 
em Rewards in our own public Papers to re- 
move to North- America. Again, are there any 
Places, either lucrative or honourable, impor- 
unt or influential, to be obtained under the 

G Britiſh 


the firſt Adventurers, and the firſt Prudges i in 


id to bear all the primary Expences ; and 
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| Britiſh Government ? And are all Foreigners | 


- 


| 


and Aliens, and even Hanoverians, to be ex- 
cluded from ſuch Poſts of Honour, Proft, or 
extenſive Influence ? ? Very right But our 
dear, independent Brethren of Nerth- America 


i „ 


noverians: : They are the berter Pare of our own 


ſelves; and therefore---they have a Right my 


every T, hing. Nay, they have a Right to be 


choſen Members of the Britifh Parliament, and } 


to fit and vote for any Sums they ſhall pleaſe, 
to be applied for the Independence of America 


againſt the Intereſt and Claims of Greal-Britain, 
Once more ; Do we wiſh to encourage ſome Ml 


advantageous Trade with a foreign Country; 


a Country, which abounds with raw Materials, | | 
but is deſtitute of Manufactures ?---We muſt 
not do it; if ſuch a Trade ſhould be ſuppoſed of 


interfere with the Trade of the Colonies. Are 
we nevertheleſs convinced, that we ought to þe 
at Liberty to buy all Sorts of raw Materials at 


the beſt Markets, and the cheapeſt ? And tha 


it is the Height of Abſurdity, to lay heavy 
Duties on their Importation i into Great-Britain 4 


No Matter for that :---For if the Intereſt of the | 
Colonies ſhould ſo require, that is every Thing; | 


that alone ſilences all Objections. And we 


muſt give theſe Coloniſts great Bounties for 
raiſing ſuch Commodities, as might be im- 


ported from other Countries much better in 
Quality, 
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fudlity, much greater in Quantity, and without 
n Bounties at all ;---nay, tho theſe Countries 


f&tures in Return. 


fered relative tb this Bubject. -For if we ſhall 
lil perfiſt in careſſing our Colonies for putting 
beſe Indignities daily upon us; if we ſtall ſtill 
ibmit to be fleeced, taxed, and inſulted by 
hem, inſtead of throwing. them off, and declar- 
19 ourſelves to be unconnected with, and inde- 
endent of them, we ſhall become (and indeed 
e are now becoming) a Monument of the 
MZATEST InratvaTION. 


hquld agree to take our own Engis i Manu- 


TazRE is therefore 8 more that can be 
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IX niſters of the ſeveral Denominations of* P F 
2eftants\:in North-America, ocrafioned by thi 
preftrring and inculcating the Principles of ' Ml 

Ever, inſtead of thoſe of the Goſpel, "relativt"h 
| the original Titles of Civil Governors. n 
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